


Jimmy Carter had it right. The real miracle is that God wants a 

relationship with us and shows that through His love and grace 

given in Christ. God saves you miraculously when you are born 

again in Christ. 

What if God says no? 

The point here is not whether we have a full understanding of 

prayer or miracles. It's whether we grasp the magnitude of God's 

love for us. 

Be careful not to base God's love for you on whether or not He 

answers prayers the way that you prefer. If you do that, and He 

doesn't do as you please, you might become jaded and 

misunderstand His love. 

Every lesson about prayer in the Bible echoes with two truths: 

God always loves you, and God always has His greater purposes 

in mind (Rom. 8:28). 

A good example is in 2 Corinthians 12. The Apostle Paul relates a 

private and poignant conversation he had with God. 

Paul suffered from an undefined malady, a "thorn in the flesh." 

He says that he pleaded with God three times to remove this 

problem. 

But God declined. Seeing that Paul needed to keep this thorn for 

his own spiritual humility, God wanted to teach the great 

missionary a lesson. "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 

is perfected in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:9). 

Paul needed to know the power of God through grace more than 

through a specific answer to prayer. To put it another way, Paul 

needed God more than He needed God to remove his "thorn." 

Yes, God loves you 

So, remember, God's love for you is not measured by His 

willingness to answer prayers the way you desire, or whether He 

blesses now or blesses later. 

God has already demonstrated that He loves you. He loves you 

because He made you, and He shows you His love in His 

relationship with you. The gospel is God's greatest expression of 

His love for you (John 3:16). 

"But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). 

With Love in Christ, 

Pastor Bob 

2/2-2/8 

IAN CARICO 

(910) 209-5458

ICINNC@ATMC.NET 

2/9-2/15 

BOBBY DAVIS 

(910) 540-2686

GRITSTER2016@OUTLOOK .COM 

The facilities manager position 1s still 

available and has been reopened. Resumes 

will be accepted through February 15. Anyone 

interested in applying for the position, please 

visit thefbcs.com/jobs for more information 

and to submit a resume. 

ALAN & GEORGIA GANT 

JOINED DEC 22 

2/16-2/22 

KELLY HOLDEN 

(910) 231-6053 

SEEKELLRUN@ATMC.NET 

2/23-3/2 

FORREST TAYLOR 

(910) 443-1054

FISHINBUILDER@YAHOO.COM 

NOW HIRING PART 

TIME FACILITIES 

MANAGER 

Deadline to apply is 

Saturday, February 75 

BRAD & ROBIN BARTH 

JOINED JAN 12 


